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INTRODUCTION 

• Structured reviews help authors 

• appreciate the major points  

  regarding the submitted   

  manuscript   

• address concerns raised by  

  reviewers in a point-by-point   

  manner 



INTRODUCTION 

• Structured review: components 

• General comments 

• Specific comments 





SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

• Review of each section of  

  manuscript 

• List concerns or disagreements  

  with statements made 

• must provide specific reasons 

Consists of 



SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

• Title 

• Abstract and keywords 

• Introduction 

• Materials and methods 

• Results  

Headings 



SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

• Discussion 

• References 

• Tables 

• Illustrations (including legends) 

Headings 







SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

• Important but missing items 

• Contradictory statements 

• Reviewer’s own limitations 

• i.e. be honest! 

Identify 







Statistical reviewer 





EDITOR & REVIEWERS 

• Selection of reviewers’  

  comments are sent to author 

– numbered & edited 

 Editorial decisions 

Aim is to help author improve 

manuscript - regardless of outcome 



Decision notice 



SUMMARY 

• Reviews are ideally structured 

• Specific comments 

– list each area of concern precisely 

• with supporting reasons 

– identify missing items 

– point out contradictions 

• Aim to improve manuscript 


