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Purpose of this presentation

1. Share insights about increasing the value of meetings – like 
Forum 2015 – for the Philippines 

1. Consider a major role for the Philippines in a key area of 
national, regional and global concern

1. Begin a proposal for positioning Manila as a global hub of 
activity – towards “Manila as the global capital of …”
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Research  Innovation

1. RESEARCH = new knowledge generation

2. Translation / Development as in R&D = 
product / service development

3. INNOVATION = creating scalable solutions
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Forum 2015 +

Meeting

Event 

Hub of ….  // “Capital of” ...

examples
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Example 1 – Barcelona, Spain
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Example 1 – Barcelona, Spain
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Example 1 – Barcelona, Spain
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Example 1 – Barcelona, Spain

• Besides being useful to the mobile industry

• Conference impact is measurable in direct 
impact Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain:

– Attracting >100.000 people

– Creating 12.675 part-time jobs

– Adding € 436 million to the economy
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Mobile World Congress +
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Mobile World Congress +
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Mobile World Congress +
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Mobile World Congress +
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Did not happen by accident –
2008 strategy Metropolitan Area of Barcelona
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Did not happen by accident –
Extensive Partnership
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Example 2 – Davos, Switzerland
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Example 2 – Davos, Switzerland
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Costs and benefits
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Example 3 – Las Vegas, USA
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Consumer Electronics Show in figures

• International CES® is the largest trade show in North 
America. Following its January 2015 show, it will be 
back at the LVCC Jan. 6-9, 2016. 

• Considered the world's premier annual innovation 
event featuring the latest in consumer electronics, 
the show moved to Las Vegas in 1978 and is 
expected to draw an estimated 160,000 attendees 
from more than 140 countries generating an 
economic impact of more than $210.2 million. 
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Added Value

• Direct benefits

• Indirect benefits:
– Regulators may set up shop

– Spin-offs related to other economic and development 
priorities 
• Barcelona runs ahead; exhibitors may invest to show off in trams, 

hotels, phones …

– Opportunity to meet key decision makers

– Putting Manila, Philippines on the map

– Other ...
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Priorities < - > Potentials 

• Pursuing the “Hub” or “Capital” concept will need:

– Medium and long term financing
• Well beyond the average political ‘life-span’ of key decision-makers

– Extensive partnership arrangements
• Including non-traditional ones: city, national, region, private, 

international, …

– Needs to address a serious issue facing the Philippines

– Addressing it, needs to be a national development goal

– and it needs to build on ‘national potential’ – opportunities that 
give the Philippines an ‘edge’ over others 
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Priorities < - > Potentials 

• Climate Change

• Health

• Disaster Risk Reduction

• Research and Innovation

• The ‘intersection’ of these …
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Global Relevance / Potential

 Climate Change

? Health

Disaster Risk Reduction

 Research and Innovation

• The ‘intersection’ of these …
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Manila as the capital of …

• Innovation for Disaster Risk Reduction

– Implies ‘health’

– Can focus on climate change related disasters
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Disaster Risk Reduction
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Disaster Risk Reduction – triple dividend
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Next Steps … feasibility study

PHILIPPINES

Need

Potential 

Costs / Investments

Benefits (‘3 Dividend’)

ASEAN / APEC / GLOBAL

Need

Potential

Costs / Investments

Benefits (‘3 Dividend’)


