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Assessment of the TK documentation 

program based on WIPO 

recommendations



Documentation of traditional 
knowledge on health, illness, and 
healing

Traditional knowledge digital library 
(TKDL) on health

Traditional knowledge on health 
program



> The traditional knowledge on health 
program aims to be a platform for creating 
solutions to improve the health of 
indigenous peoples and other cultural 
communities.

Traditional knowledge on health 
program



• To build capacity for research documentation, 
dissemination, and utilization of traditional 
knowledge on health

• To encourage indigenous peoples to be part of 
the health research process

Traditional knowledge on health 
program



• To promote a platform  for information sharing 
of best practices of projects on the health of 
indigenous people

• To address the concerns relating to extinction of 
some medicinal plants, and to biopiracy
(preservation of biodiversity)

• To advocate for the preservation of traditional 
knowledge on health

Traditional knowledge on health 
program



TRADITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 
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IPO
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DENR-BMB

National Museum
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USING THE PCHRD RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORMAT

Methodology

* Criteria for selection of study areas

* Process: 
consent

research team

community as partners

data collection USE OF HARMONIZED TEMPLATES

Documentation
research proposal prototype





Databases

Website: www.tkdlph.com

Publications

Contributions to product development

Contributions to preservation of natural 
and cultural heritage 

Accomplishments 

http://www.tkdlph.com/






The Philippine Traditional Knowledge 
Digital Library (TKDL) on Health is the 
national electronic repository of 
traditional knowledge and practices on 
health of the indigenous and other 
cultural communities of the Philippines.

Accomplishments:
website



http://www.tkdlph.com





Palawan PITAHC/UP Manila/Pala’wan community

Siquijor PCHRD/Siquijor State College

Isabela PITAHC/Isabela State University

Tayabas PCHRD/UP Manila/Katutubolokal

Patnubay sa paggamit ng halamang
gamot PITAHC 

Accomplishments:
publications
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Nami

Rattan 

Atis, guyabano, anonas

Balaniog, kuwasya

Tuklas Lunas

Theses, dissertations, other researches

Accomplishments:
contributions to product development



BALANIOG KUWASYA

Brucea javanica Quassia amara

Also used for malaria, 
and skin ulcers

Also used for malaria, and 
pinworm; and as pesticide.



ANONAS ATIS GUYABANO

Annona reticulata A squamosa A muricata

TRADITIONAL USES

Intestinal worms
Insect repellent
Impatso

Intestinal worms
Insect repellent
Kabag
Kuto

Intestinal worms
Insect repellent

Kuto

.



NAMI TUBLI SAGA BITAOG

Dioscorea
hispida

Derris 
elliptica

Abrus
precatorius

Calophyllum
inophyllum*

Also to induce 
sleep

Fish poison Also for lice

.



GEOREFERENCING Hidalgo S. ZamBaSulTa project

Geographic distribution of plants

A plant and a specific use

Healers’ locations

A particular healing practice   

Accomplishments:
contributions to tracking and preservation 
of natural and cultural heritage



• Capacity building for researchers CARAGA

• Parallel session every Philippine National 
Health Research System Week (August)

• Health Summit for ICCs/IPs 2014 Health of Lumad
Summit - Davao

• Meetings on Health and Wellness Program

Selected activities



 Bureaucratic tangle: FPIC and ethical 
clearance application

 Harmonization of the policy at the national 
and regional offices

 Tribal leaders’ expectations on outcomes 
vis-à-vis benefits to the people

 Difficulty of debriefing during post research 
scenario or the lack of it in most data 
gathering 

Challenges 



 Known abuses of groups, e.g. NGOs that 

have changed the orientation of the 

native folks as to how their IPR must be 

regarded  

 Problem in collaboration between 

research groups and organizations

 Peace and order or security concerns

Challenges 



Bayabas BISHOP JULIO LABAYEN sa Infanta

Sardinas ATE LINDA NERI, Gabaldon community worker

Tortang talong AKO sa Cabanatuan

Mga kuwento sa equity
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