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Introduction
• Objectives: 

– To review the region’s achievements in reducing 
maternal and child mortality;

– To highlight key factors to explain the successes 
and challenges in achieving MDG 4 and MDG 5.

• Main findings
– Patterns of mortality reduction in Southeast Asia
– Major causes of maternal and child deaths in the 

context of MDG4 and MDG5
– Two country cases in maternal mortality reduction
– Patterns in deaths averted   



Philippine MDG Performance: mixed

Philippine MDG Watch, UNDP 2010





MDG 1:  50% underweight <5 yr olds
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P a t t e r n s  o f m o r t a l i t y  r e d u c t io n  in  S E A , 1 9 9 0 -2 0 0 8

S o u r c e s : W H O  a n d  U N IC E F
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Day of Life

Majority of newborns die due to stressful events or 
conditions during labor, delivery and the immediate 

postpartum period.

3 out of 4 newborn 
deaths occur in the week 

of life 

Num
ber of deaths

NDHS 2003, special tabulations

Office of the WHO Representative in the Philippines
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Major causes of mortality in SEA

Causes of maternal deaths 

S o u r c e : U N  M D G  S o u th e a s t A s ia , 2 0 1 0  

Causes of child deaths 

S o u r c e : B la c k  e t a l, 2 0 1 0  
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Maternal mortality reduction case studies: 
Thailand and Indonesia
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Patterns in deaths averted

Maternal deaths averted
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Patterns in deaths averted

Infant deaths averted Child deaths averted
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Conclusion
• Maternal, neonatal and child mortality: 

substantial reductions but uneven patterns
• Causes of death: transition in maternal 

deaths and persistence of neonatal 
causes to child deaths

• Variation in achievement in case stories: 
broader health system investments

• Increasing coverage of interventions to 
60%: substantial effect on deaths



ASEAN Call for action on MCH
  S t r o n g e r  v o ic e  fo r  th e  w e a k

 M o th e r s  &  c h i ld r e n
 D is a d v a n ta g e d  c o m m u n i t ie s  

  L e a r n  f r o m  n e ig h b o r s : p o l ic y  &  r e s o u r c e s
 P r io r i t iz e
 C o n te x t u a l iz e     

  E x p a n d  A S E A N  h e a l t h  a g e n d a  to  in c lu d e  M C H  
 B u i ld  o n  c u r r e n t in f e c t io u s  d is e a s e  in t e r e s t s
 M C H  le a d s  to  fo c u s  o n  s o c ia l d e te rm in a n t s



NEDA 2010



NEDA 2010



NEDA 2010
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http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(10)62049-1/fulltext
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Dis parities  of intervention c overag e 
among  c ountries
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