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Conlflict of Interest and Disclosure

| am a member of WAME and Editor of a journal
that co-published the article on which this
presentation is based.

| believe | have no other financial or other
(including personal) relationships, intellectual
passion, political or religious beliefs, and
institutional affiliations that might lead to a

_ conflict of interest in making this presentation.
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Contlict of Interest and Disclosure

This session will discuss:

« The definition and scope of conflict of interest
« The types of competing interests

« Declaring conflicts of interest

* Managing conflicts of interest

OBJECTIVES
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Conflict of Interest and Disclosure

Conflict of interest in medical publishing exists
when a participant’s private interests
compete with his or her responsibilities
to the scientific community, readers, and society.

‘While conflict of interest is common, it reaches the level
of concern when “a reasonable observer might wonder if
the individual’s behavior or judgment was motivated by
his or her competing interests”’

'WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http://www.wame.
org/conflict-of-interest-in-peer-reviewed-medical-journals
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Conflict of Interest and Disclosure

Having a competing interest
does not, in itself, imply wrongdoing.
But it can undermine the credibility of research results
and damage public trust in medical journals.

In recent years, the extent of conflict of interest
in medical journal articles
has been increasingly recognized.

WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http:/www.wame.
org/conflict-of-interest-in-peer-reviewed-medical-journals
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Medical journals and the popular media have published
numerous examples of competing interests that seemed
to have biased published reports. 234

2. Bekelman JE, Li Y & Gross CP. Scope and impact of financial conflicts of interest in biomedical
research: a systematic review. JAMA 2003; 289(4); 454-65.

3. Lexchin J, Bero LA, Djt ic B, Clark O. ical industry and research
outcome and quality: systematic review. BMJ 2003;326(7400);1167-1170.

4. Altman LK “For science's gatekeepers, a credibilty gap'. The New York Times May 2 2006. hitp:/
www.nytimes %26+

P q
medicine8st=nyt
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Conflict of Interest and Disclosure

Organizations have expressed concern for the effects of
conflicts of interest on research,’publication%7 teaching?
and continuing medical and nursing education.?

5. Institute of Medicine “Confiict of interest in medical research, education, and practice’.
Washinglon, DC: National Acadeies Press, 2009 (Apri) hip:/wwiomedulReports 2009/
Conflictof-Interest-in-Medi Education-and-Practice.aspx
6. International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) “Uniform requirements for
manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals; ethical considerations in the conduct and
reporting of research: conflicts of interest http://www.icmje.org/ethical-4conflicts.htmi
7. International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) “Uniform format for disclosure of
competing interests in ICMJE journals. October 2009. http://www.icmje.org/format. paf
8. American Association of Medical Colleges. “Industry funding of medical education: report of an
AAMC task force”. June 2008.

9. Hager M, Russell S, & Fletcher, SW (eds). “Continuing education in the health professions:
improving healthcare through lifelong learning. Josiah Macy J Foundation, November 2007.
http:/ww ,_ContEd_inHealthProf.pdf
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t of Interest and Disclosure

In March 2009, WAME released an updated policy
statement, “Conflict of Interest in Peer-Reviewed
Medical Journals”.!

It details the issues WAME believes journals should
address when establishing their own policies for conflict
of interest.

'WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http://www.wame.
fict-of-int i iewed-medicall I

D
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How does this Statement differ from earlier
conflict-of-interest statements?
FIRST, WAME expands the scope of competing interests.
a. Not just financial ties to industry — companies that
sell healthcare products
b. Also includes the effects of clinical income - lab
technologies
c. As well as non-financial conflicts of interest

WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http:/www.wame.
jict-of-interest-ir iewed-rgdiaal "

12 )
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Non-financial conflicts of interest

1. scholarly commitments: “intellectual passion,” (the
tendency to favor positions that one has already
espoused or perhaps even established);

2. personal relationships (the tendency to judge the
works of friends/colleagues or competitors/foes
differently because of the relationship);

'WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http://www.wame.

org/conflict-of-interest-in-peer-reviewed-medical-journals
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Singapore Med J. 2009 Dec;50(12):1120-2.

Editorial independence and the editor-owner relationship: good
editors never die, they just cross the line.

Lapefia JF. PMID: 20087545 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]

Singapore Med § 2009 S0012) - 1122

§oals of the publasher ™ exists ouly smsofas a5t s tolerased.  they are sacked. is evenmally for the pood For. m the wake

o mutl editors cross the e ‘of the outcry. mamagements have 1 spell out with greates
As Aja Singh, editor of Mems Sana Monographs,  clanty wheve and when they wil inercede. This inelf is
huerved =7 » sigmificant step. . Ulimnely, with every such sctioa.

(1) Jourmals 30 edtors, for all thes upnghemess and  akhough 3 barte i the form of aa editor sacked is los, the
sctetibe men siace they ae under the thumb of  wat for echiorsal indepereace is betag won
avociatons and their office beasers, are alwavs
walking 3 tight rope Whenever they appear DISCLOSURES
imeomvement 10 the later bevond 3 pomt. they will  The swthor does net have amy meievant relaoshapy
always be sammanily dismised to disclose. aside from his professional and personal

2) The outcry. Joud and impassioned, will a5 surely  frieadshap with the Editor of the Singapore Medical
abate because i Lacks the teeth 10 coavertifs anger  Jowrmal. Professer Wilfied OG Peb. who ends his term

o coliectne acm e 2o opemon, rematnely, with s soe The
() The ednors will los amy bartle m thas fight. for the  views expressed xe solely those of the suthor 3d do not
odds ate stacked sgaunst them Thus s spe fxt 3oy poamal of orgamtaaon with which be
that they e oa the npht ude i stsecisted
) Hisory will continme 1o repeat itseld
REFERENCES
concLusion | D ———
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Non-financial conflicts of interest

3. political or religious beliefs (the tendency to favor or
reject positions because it affirms or challenges one’s
political or religious beliefs);

4. institutional affiliations (the tendency to favor or
reject results of research because of one’s institutional
affiliations).

'WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http://www.wame.
fict-of-int i d-riadioa] I
)
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Element Key Comments _ . .
aspects Contflict of Interest and Disclosure

Types of A clear statement of There is a need to consider ~
Competing examples of the types of a wide range of competing - . .
Interests competing interests (and interests (and a recognition How f:loes tl.'lIS Statement differ from earlier

their definitions) the journal that they can coexist) which conflict—of-interest statements?

says must be declared. the individual assess as to SECOND, WAME does not prescribe a universal standard

whether they unduly
Should include the following influence
as examples but there could (or be reasonably seen to do

for when meaningful conflict of interest exists.

Belothers] s0) his or her responsibilities Rather, it defines and recommends elements of conflict of
in the publication process. interest policies and encourages journals to establish their
(a) Financial ties own standards
(b) Academic Examples and definitions of
commitments what competing interests
(c) Personal relationships should be declared needs to
" L ) N WAME statement on confiict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http://www.wame.
(d) Political or religious be articulated with Journals org/conflict-of-interest-in-peer-reviewed-medical-journals
beliefs moving beyond just financial

(e) Institutional affiliations  conflict of interest.
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TUDTiOn a1 peerTeien Tystem TVAIAEIe 8 hp Tl el shouldbe copedand pasted separstely nthe sppropate spaces under |
Philpp ) d

Step of the -step submission

Element Key Comments

aspects

Definition A clear definition the Sample definition: Conflict

and journal uses as to what  of interest exists when a

Scope is conflict of interest participant in the publication
and who is captured in  process (author, peer reviewer
the definition. or editor)

has a competing interest that
could unduly influence (or be
reasonably seen to do so)

his or her responsibilities in the
publication process
(submission of manuscripts,
peer review, editorial decisions,
and communication between
authors, reviewers and editors).

o those sent via e-mail. Authors must first register 1o use the site,
2. Manuscripts must be accompanied by sccomplished auther

statements i the forms provided In each issue or available from hitgx/
hipioh d

process. Following ths, Pans (1) 10 (7) shauld be fuly uploaded under
Step 3 (Upload Submission) portion. However, each figure (8} should
Ibe uploaded separately as a supplementary file. The author statement
fon

4. Auth heck the progress of line and

+ A full tatement that the manuscript 1s | il that is
ot being cansidered for publication or has 1ot been published
or nccepted for publication elsewhere, in full or n part, in print or
slectronic media. All previous reports that might be regarded as

f the ¥ shauld be
refemed to specifically and referenced in the new paper. Copies of
such matarial should b included with the manuscript,

req by

REQUIREMENTS FOR AUTHORSHIP
Each author shold have participated sufficiently in the work to
take public responsibilty for ts content, He ar she should have made
substartial contributions to all three of the following conditions:
{a) conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysls and

+ Astatement that all
the authors, that the requirements for authorship have been met
that

e reising the
far important inteflectual contert, and (c} final apgroval of the version
by hed collection

by each auther, listing their specifc and

funding acqy ical snalysis horship.

wark;

+ A disclosure statement of financial or othes (including personal)
relationships, Intellectual pasion, political of religious beliefs, and
institutional afliations that might lesd to a conflict of interest, If

CONFLICT OF INTEREST NOTIFICATION
To prevent information on potential confiet ofinterestfor authors

nat inchuded in the

« A copyright transfer form signed by all authrs;and
+ The acknowledgement by the comesponding author, who s
responsible for communicating with the other suthors about
tevisions snd finsl spprovel of the prooks, Copies of any permissicn
10 reproduce published materal to use illustrations or report
Information about identifable pesple, to name peaple for thelr
contributions, and the completeness, valdity and relibilty of all

ing author.

2. Manuscripts should be neatly prepared in correct English using
Microsoft Word, RTF or Word Perfect software on A4 format in Times

0 ba part of the manyscript. Each authar is expected to disclose any
type of financial or proprietary Interest related to the manuseript,
inchuding (but nat limited 0] stock in ar awnership of an entity
connected 1o a product described In the paper, consulancy for the
mpany i hor paten
righ dru or from the
use thereof. Conflctof Interest alsa includes Tntellectual passion (the
‘tendency to favor positions that one has already espoused or perhaps.
even established; personal relationshvps (the tendency to judge the
works of friendsicolleagues of competitorsiioes differenty because

New Roman fort size 12, double spsced, with a 1 inch all
sides. When necessary, the manuscript should employ italics, rather
than underlining lexcept with URL addresses). A masimuny of twenty
(20) pages (for criginal artiches) s allowed for the text, with one (1)
additionsl page each for propased algorithms, figues or tables.
s s oad i sha

pol elefs (the tendency 1o favor
o refect pasitions because it affams o challenges one's politcal o
refigious beliefs); and institutional afflations (the tendency to favor
‘o reject results of research because of ane's insitutional affiations).
Wihere 1o confict of inerest exsts, 3 wrtten statement should be

Conltlict of Interest and Disclosure

How does this Statement differ from earlier
conflict-of-interest statements?

THIRD, WAME confirms the seriousness of failure to
disclose conflict of interest by indicating that editors
have a responsibility for investigating, and if relevant
acting, if competing interests surface after a
manuscript is submitted or published.

'WAME statement on conflict of interest in peer-reviewed medical journals http://www.wame.
fict-of-int i iewed-medicall I
D
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aspects

Declaring Clear statements on
Conflicts of

Comments

Journals rely on disclosure
about the facts because

interest (a) What is to be declared, routine monitoring or

when and to whom;

investigation is not possible.

(b) format for declaration;  This creates a particular onus

on the declarer to report

(c) ajournal’s role in asking  carefully and

additional questions or

comprehensively.

seeking clarification about

disclosures; and,

It also means that journals
should ask about conflict of

(d) consequences for failing interest in such a way that
to disclose before or after  there will be a high likelihood

publication.

of reporting relevant conflict
of interest.

PHEIFNE JouRAL OF ORLARNGCLOGT-HEAD AND NIGK SURGHEY VoL, 26 N0, 1 Jatay - ok 2011

AUTHOR FORMS

subtted manuscript Ho mamseript will be reviemee or processed without authr farms.

Authorship statement (a authorst | have partiipated suffckently In the (1) &, conception s design of this work, of b acquesiton of c. analysls
and interpretation of the ada, a5 well 3 I (2) & dealling cr b roviing the marmiscript tically ot Impartant taloctisa cntent 1o tako pulibc
responsibilty fon B and (3) have read and appraved the final verson. submitied for publiclion. | bibieve the manuscipt tepresants original
homast work and | assume responsibity for the complstaness, vty ani rollabibty of all mansscrip data, Neither this anLs<rpt nor eoe with

content an aitachivent ta 1N statement.

Datesigned  Contribution (check allthat apply]  Attachment

Qb c@ab @2
o o

000 00 0O (m]

suppurt, tancles, grantreceip, stok hoiding; aduts

and nstitutionsl afkation)],

Contflict of Interest and Disclosure

How does this Statement differ from earlier
conflict-of-interest statements?

Finally, WAME has addressed in a single statement
the conflicts of interests threatening all participants
in the research and publication continuum, including
authors, peer reviewers, and editors.

Conflicts between editors and journal owners, which
might affect both the accuracy of articles and the
credibility of journals, have been addressed in another

WAME policy statement.

Universit
THE MEALTH SCIENCES OE

T 13. WAME policy on the relationship between journal editors-in-chief and owners (formerly titied
Editorial Independence). hitp://www.wame/org/resources/policies#independence
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Element Key Comments
aspects

Aclear 1t on how  Journals use various rules
conflictof  conflict of interest will be  about how they will deal with
interests managed by the journal,  conflict of interest and conflict

of interest disclosures
including the position
that all relevant conflict of And these need to be made
interest disclosures (or
the declaration of no
conflict of interest) will be
published with the article

the publication process.

and clarity about what
conflict of interest

known to all those involved in

Cormmpuniance 1 Kt R Flt Logai
Lt arreers 4 s v en

P —
il A it el 1000

Pher: (611394 W00 b 1151
o 412 538 440

mat o i
T

Th eher s oo o s s v ol ot

was treated as a separate subpect. Aesuits obtained from the HearCheck™ Navigator
were designated as observed values and were classified as “no hearing loss” for
green light, and “with hearing loss” for yellow or red lights. Results were compared
with pure tone air conduction d d a3 gold Narmal
hearing acuity (0-25 dB) was classified a3 no hearing loss. Pure tone air conduction
averages of 2648 and above were classified a5 “with hearing loss” and were further
stratified a5 mild hearing loss (26-40d8) and moderate or worse hearing loss (241
d8). Obsarved and gold standard values were compared and tabulated in a 232 table
for all levals of hearing loss, mild heating loss, and moderate or worse haaring loss
Acxuracy, sensiivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive values of the Siemens
HearCheck™ Navigator inside & soundproof audiometry booth and in a quiet room
were detesmined using pure tone audiometry as the gold standard

Resuht: 100 patients (200 aars) were tested, with a median age of 43 years cid irange 15-75),
and an almost equal number of male and female participants (52 males, 48 femalesh. Accuracy
ate of the Siemens HearCheck™ Navigator inside the soundproof audiometry baoth and n a
q 5% and 84% respectively for all vl Sensitivty, specicity,
positrve and negative pr were done nide
the soundprmof sudiometry booth or in a quiet room. These values were notably higher in

Pt it S 1 1 13 1

situations will result in a
manuscript not being
considered.

i ctober 11, 1014 oy ity o ot s Pt g

10 Pronrroes s, O Orctamsiacsoa-Huss Are Noc Scsoem
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Contlict of Interest and Disclosure

What can be done about conflict of interest in
medical journals?

Conflicts of interest cannot be eliminated altogether but it
can be managed so that it has the smallest possible effects
on journal content and credibility.

The backbone of managing conflicts of interest is full
written disclosure; without it, nothing else is possible.

University of the Philippines Manila
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No statement will solve the conflict of interest problem,
nor will it ever be solved altogether.

‘WAME believes journals should make these policies

to conflict of interest than we have been. We hope this
statement serves that purpose.
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readily accessible to everyone. All of us—editors, authors,
reviewers, and readers—should be paying more attention




