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Research & innovation for health, equity and development 
 
A global look 



 
Findings: 

 
“10/90 Gap” 

 
 

Recommendations: 
 
 

1. ENHR 
 

2. Increased 
Global Funding 

 

3. Research 
Partnerships  

 

4. Global 
Platform 

1990 
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• 1993 

• Essential National Health Research (ENHR) 
 

• 2000 
• National Health Research Systems (NHRS) 

 
• 2008 

• Research for Health 
 

• 2012 
• Research & Innovation for Health, Equity and Development 
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COHRED’s own evolution 



health research – research for health 

Health Social & Political  
Development 

Economic 
Development 

Health System 

Health  
Research 

www.cohred.org 



India Expands Its Global Role in Drug Production - NYTimes.com.txt

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/07/business/
global/07indiadrug.html?src=me&ref=business 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/07/business/global/07indiadrug.html?src=me&ref=business
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• old examples: USA, Western Europe 
•  Lisbon treaty – 3% of GNP on S&T 

 

• more recent examples : South Korea, 
 Taiwan, Singapore 

 
• actively changing now : India, Brazil, 
 South Africa, Thailand, China, many more 

 
• aspiring low income countries : Rwanda, 
 Uganda, Tanzania 

investing in research & innovation 

www.cohred.org 
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24-26 APRIL 2012 

Cape Town, South Africa 

Examples from Forum 2012 
 

• Tanzania : from LIC to MIC by 2025 

• South Africa : National Innovation System 

• Equity : seems to become the domain of NGOs 

 

• Impregnated bednets … a success story 
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• Insecticide-treated nets 
made in Tanzania exported 
to other African countries. 

• 30,000,000 olyset nets (50% 
of the worlds production) 
made by A - Z company 
Tanzania 

• Tanzania’s worth of export of 
nets have increased from Tsh  
65bn in 2008 to 105bn in 
2010 

• 7000 people employed in 
the industry   

Health: products 

www.cohred.org 





defining research & innovation 

• Research = generating new knowledge 

 

• Technology (‘Development’) = transforming 
new knowledge in new products, 
technologies, services, approaches 

 

• Innovation = scaling these up for impact 
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‘COHRED – redefining development’ 

charity 

vertical 
programmes 

development 

doing it enabling it 



Networks & collaboration 

 

• local – international 

• inter-sectoral 

• public – private 

• expert – beginner 

• south – south 

• share human resources (HRHR) , facilities, data 

 

www.cohred.org 



www.kfpe.ch 
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example : health technologies  
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example : global health  
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Beyond Aid  
– 

Research and innovation as key drivers 
for health, equity and development 

24-26 APRIL 2012 

Cape Town, South Africa 



Overseas Development Institute (ODI). Background Note. March 2012 







Norway’s Refleks project 

• The current ministers of foreign affairs and international 
development intend to step up the integration of foreign 
policy and development policy. It was agreed recently that 
Norway’s engagement with Africa will focus less on the aid 
channels and more on the foreign policy ones. The message 
that the two ministers want to get across is that Africa is 
changing in that it is no longer simply a poverty-stricken 
continent that needs our charity.  
 

• An illustration of this change is that Norwegian companies 
pay more to the Angolan government in taxes than 
Norway’s aid budget for all of Africa. 

www.thebrokeronline.eu 
The Broker issue 24, Special Report February/March 2011 
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COHRED responses (1) 

Low & Middle Income Country focused 

 

‘Improbable partnerships for action’ 

– Government 

– Researchers, academia 

– Private sector, business 

– Social enterprise, NGOs, CSOs 

– Financing organisations 

• Donors, research sponsors 

• Venture capital 

– International organisations 

– Media 
 www.cohred.org 



COHRED responses (2) 
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COHRED responses (3) 

www.cohred.org 









From royal society report 



conclusions 

• Achieving global health goals depends increasingly on 
research and innovation 

 
• Aid becoming less charitable more mutualistic 

– Means more local investments are needed, like health systems 
reearch 

– Needs better Monitoring and Evaluation * 

 
• Locus for this is shifting / can shift more to LMICs 

– Need to optimise system support for research and innovation 
– Technologies based on competitive advantage 
– Internationalisation of research and actions 
– Enabling access to global and private sector funds 
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conclusions 

 

• Needs good info and priorities 

• Needs partnerships and networks 

• And … behaving more competitively 

– ‘research competitiveness’ becoming more 
important 
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